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into his own service. The proceedings connected with this affair are,
it need hardly be remarked, altogether of a curious and irregular
character, but they appear to indicate that even in the delicate affairs
of marriage, recourse was had by the Hindu subjects of Musalman
kings to the assistance of their Sovereigns, in whatever way such assis-
tance might be invoked.
There is a passage in the Bakhar of the battle of Kharda. which
illustrates how this ecclesiastical jurisdiction was sometimes invoked,
and how it was practically worked on its juridical side. At Talegaum,
it seems, there was a Brahman woman, who lived in adultery with
a Musalman." The Brahmans of the place made a complaint about
this to Nana Fadanavis at Poona, stating the facts, and adding, in
the usual style, that the days of Brahmanism were gone! Nana ex-
pressed his disbelief in the charge, but appointed a Panch or board
of arbitrators to investigate it8* The Panch were apparently bribed
by the Musalman, and even before the time for final decision was
reached, betrayed a tendency to decide in the Musalman's favour,
holding that the charge was false. Thereupon "a hundred or two
hundred Brahmans" gathered together and went up to Poona. There
they went before the tent of the Peshva, (who was starting with his
army on the expedition which ended at Kharda), and sat there in
the middle of the day with torches blazing. When the Peshva came
out of the tent, the Brahmans set up a loud cry : **Har! Har!
Mahadev!" And on the Peshva desiring to know the meaning of it
all, they said they had come from Talegaum, stated their whole case,
and explained that they had lighted torches at midday, as there was
so much darkness, that is, absence of justice, prevailing in the kingdom.
Nana was thereupon sent for, and subsequently the arbitrators, and
finally the accused woman. The woman on being asked at first re-
mained silent. But cane sticks being ordered to be sent for** she
acknowledged her guilt, and the Peshva thereupon decided that both
the accused persons were guilty—a decision in which Yajnesvar
Shastri is stated to have concurred. The sentence was that the male
culprit was ordered first to be paraded through the streets of Poona
on the back of a donkey with his face turned towards the back" of
the animal, and then tied to the foot of an elephant and killed; and
*4See the Kharda Bakhar, pp. 5-6. (Grant Duff's spelling of the name,
Kurdla, is incorrect).
"As to this mode of administering criminal justice see Grant Duff, Vol.
II, p. 237, compare Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 474; Malcolm's Cen-
tral India, Vol. I, p. 536; Vol. II, pp. 290, 426; Stephen's Impey and Nandkumar,
Vol. I, p. 247; Vol. IIy p. 78. As to what is said by Grant Duff about women
and Brahmans not being put to death, compare M. R. Chitnis'a Life of Shahu
the younger, pp. 72-80: Peshva's Bakhar, p, 132: Forest, p. 18; Chitragupta's
Sbivaji, p. 5; ChitmVs Shahu I, pp. 25, 5; Sambhaji, pp. 12, 14.
"This is in accordance with old tradition, compare Mudrarakshasa, Act
V; Wilson's Hindu Theatre, Vol. I, p. 201.
5TSee Scott's Deccan, Vol. I, p. 375.

